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Professors at LCN often limit the number of Internet sources students may use in writing research papers.  They do this for a very 
good reason; not all information is created equal, and it’s vital that information used in academic research be reliable.  While the 
Internet provides easy access to a wealth of information, not all that information merits a spot on the Works Cited or References 
page of your research paper.  Anybody can post to the Internet; the mere fact that the information is published on a website is no 
guarantee that it is accurate or unbiased.  

However, it may be a good idea to verify what your instructor means by “Internet source.”   There are many reputable sources 
available via the Internet that can provide accurate, well-documented information; it just takes a few extra steps to find them.   
 

 
 
 
A research database is a tool which allows you to search through a systematically organized collection of articles and other records 
to find items that apply to your own research.  You can access the Lincoln College Databases  on campus by going to the 

http://www.lincolncollege.edu/academics/databases.php and selecting New Databases.  If you are off campus, you can 

access the databases via Linc-In.  Log in and open one of your courses.  Then select RESOURCES and choose the ONLINE DATABASES 

link in the INSTITUTIONAL RESOURCES box. Select New Databases. To sign in, the user name is your first initial and last name.  The 
password is your LC ID number. 
        General Database Hints 

 There are times that you will want to visit a library to find a hard copy of an article, but you can often save time by finding 
the exact article online.  Full text articles are frequently provided in both pdf (portable document format) and html (hyper 
text markup language) formats.  The pdf format retains the original print version’s pagination and may include illustrations, 
but since it is basically a snapshot of a particular physical document, it can be more difficult to read. Html documents are 
generally very legible but don’t show illustrations or original page numbers.  

 Use an asterisk (*) in your search term to find variant forms of a word.  For example, pugili* will bring up articles pertaining 
to pugilism, pugilist, pugilists, pugilistic, etc. 

 Most databases have an advanced search option.  Use it to focus your search by limiting such things as date, type of source, 
or author. 

 Use quotation marks to indicate that your search terms should be considered a single unit; “bread and butter” will bring up 
different articles than bread and butter. 

 Use connectors to refine your search.  OR will broaden your search by looking for articles that match either term.  AND will 
narrow your search by bringing up only articles that pertain to both terms.  Dogs or cats brings up more articles that dogs 
and cats. 

 After you find a useful article, look for search terms.  Those are the official words by which the article has been classified; 
many databases provide a list of related search terms with the article.  Use those words to find more articles on the same 
subject.  

 Scholarly articles generally include a list of references used by the authors.  Use that list to find other possible sources. 
 
 

 
Altavista is an Internet search engine. Use the Advanced Search feature to focus your search by timeframe, date range, file type, 

and location.  
 
Credo Reference searches multiple reference sources, such as encyclopedia and dictionaries.  While not a scholarly source, Credo is 

a good way to investigate general topics or check facts.   
 
Digital Sandborn Maps provides over 660,000 maps showing the growth of United States towns and cities from 1867 to 1970. 
 
Britannica Online provides access to Encyclopedia Britannica, Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, and a variety of other research tools. 

While not a scholarly source, this database can help you focus your research and is useful for checking facts and finding 
background information. 
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Ebsco Host searches a variety of databases and is a good choice for academic research.  First, select the databases you’d like to 

search.  ERIC and Academic Search Premier are good choices for scholarly journals in a variety of disciplines, but depending on 
your topic, other databases may be more appropriate.  Experiment a little – each database will bring up different results for the 
same search terms.   Use the ADVANCED SEARCH option to narrow your search.  You may want to limit your search to scholarly 
journals or full text.  You can have Ebsco generate a citation for your Works Cited or References page by clicking the Cite This 
Article icon (a yellow page) at the top of the screen. 

 Ebsco Host Text Only searches the same databases as Ebsco Host, but the pages are more accessible to assistive technology. 
 Searchasaurus can be a useful tool in spite of the funny name.  It doesn’t provide scholarly research, but you can find good, 

general information on current events.  You can limit your search to magazines, newspapers, books and encyclopedias, radio and 
TV news transcripts, or pictures; or you can select all results and get everything that’s available.  You may limit your search to 
FULL TEXT. 

 
Facts On File gives you access to 2 databases: World News Digest and Issues and Controversies.   

 World News Digest is a service that summarizes news events.  While not a scholarly source, it can be useful in finding 
background information.   

 Issues and Controversies provides background information about controversial issues.  While not a scholarly source, it may 
be helpful in choosing or narrowing a topic.  An MLA Works Cited entry and an APA References entry are provided for each 
article. 

 
Find It Illinois is made available through the State of Illinois and provides access to the Illinois State Library and other services, 

including Ask A Librarian, Illinois government information, maps, and links to Illinois library systems.  
 
FirstSearch is provided through the Statewide Illinois Library Catalog.  FirstSearch is an excellent source for scholarly journals.  You 

can narrow the decision of which databases to search by first entering your search terms on the home tab and clicking search.  
That will show you how many articles match your search terms in each database.  You can limit the search to full text articles. 

 
HarpWeek provides access to electronic versions of articles from Harper’s Weekly from 1857 to 1889.  
 
Glassdoor offers insights on career paths, including information about salary ranges, employee ratings of various businesses, and 

interviewing hints.     
  
Liberal Materials Search allows you to search the holdings of libraries in the Rolling Prairie Library System, which includes Lincoln 

College’s McKinstry Library.  Since the town of Normal is a member of the Alliance Library System, LCN students may also benefit 
from searching the Alliance webpage at http://www.alliancelibrarysystem.com.     

 
National Newspapers takes you to ProQuest, a database which provides full text access to the Wall Street Journal and USA Today, 

historic news from the New York Times (1851 – 2006), and a wide variety of journals dealing with physical, medical and applied 
sciences.  You can search either a single database or multiple databases.  You also have to option to limit your findings to full text 
articles and/or scholarly journals.  After you find an article you wish to include, you can select CITE THIS to generate a citation.   

 
Net Library provides valuable resources to help you explore career options.  160 e-books are available providing information on a 

wide variety of career paths.  There is also a link to over 3000 publicly accessible e-books which are searchable by keyword, title, 
author, and subject.  

 
NewsBank does not find scholarly articles, but it is an excellent source for current events.  It searches many national news 

magazines and over 80 Illinois newspapers.  You can refine your search by adding connectors, specific dates, author, and other 
limits.  You also have the option of creating a citation for your Works Cited or References page.   

 
Opposing Viewpoints Research takes you to 3 databases from Gale Cengage. 

 Opposing Viewpoints provides access to a wide variety of full text articles on current social issues.  You can select a topic 
from a list of popular subjects or search for a specific topic in the Basic Search box.  The Basic Search allows you to search 
specific source types (viewpoints, reference, magazines, academic journals, news, primary sources, statistics, multimedia).  
The Advanced Search allows you to further focus your search by selecting such limits as certain dates, illustrations, peer-
reviewed publications, or content level.  Once you find an article, you can read it online, print it, email it to yourself, or 
download an MP3 file.  The Toolbox tab provides hints on creating graphs, citing sources, writing thesis statements, and 
other subjects. Each article provides an MLA style source citation. 

http://www.alliancelibrarysystem.com/
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 Expanded Academic ASAP provides articles in multiple disciplines.  You have the option of limiting your search to full text 
articles, peer- reviewed publications, or documents with images.  The Advanced Search tab lets you further limit the type of 
article by setting a date range or limiting the type of document you request (e.g. advertisements, cartoons, letters to the 
editor).  The Tools feature lets you email the article, create MLA or APA style citations, or download an MP3 file. 

 Gale Virtual Reference Library searches The International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences.  The Advanced Search tab 
provides several ways to focus your search, e.g., selecting different search terms or specifying a date range.   The Tools 
feature lets you email the article, create MLA or APA style citations, or download an MP3 file of the article. 

 
Oxford English Dictionary provides access to the Oxford English Dictionary. 
 
Salem Press provides information from Magill’s Medical Guide on a variety of health related topics.  You can limit your search to 

specific types of information by selecting Advanced Search and identifying which categories are of interest (e.g., Mental Health, 
Social Issues, Treatment & Therapy).  You can also select Article Citation, which will create an MLA Works Cited entry for your 
paper. 

 
SIRS provides access to 3 databases: Issue Researcher, Government Reporter, and Renaissance. 

 Issue Researcher provides links to current controversial topics.  You may select a topic from the search box or the 
alphabetical listing. That search brings up a list of articles as well as Pro/Con Issues, which can help you narrow your focus 
from the first broad search.  The Research Tools section provides links to information on global impact, statistics, and a 
timeline for your subject as well as research guides and a note organizer. You have the option of limiting the search to 
specific types of media: newspapers, magazines, viewpoints, reference, and graphics.  An MLA style citation is provided for 
each article.  

 Government Reporter provides full text documents in the areas of arts and humanities, domestic affairs, federal 
procedures, international affairs, military affairs, and scientific research.   You can also get current government documents, 
Supreme Court decisions, and information about federal agencies.  You have the option of limiting your search to 
magazines, government documents, primary sources, reference, and graphics.  An MLA style citation is provided for each 
article.  

 Renaissance provides full text documents in the areas of architecture and design, culture, literature, multimedia, music, 
performing arts, philosophy and religion, and visual arts. You have the option to limit your search results to newspapers, 
magazines, reference, and graphics.  

Social Science eBooks searches The International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences.  The Advanced Search tab provides several ways 
to focus your search, e.g., selecting different search terms or specifying a date range.   The Tools feature lets you email the 
article, create MLA or APA style citations, or download an MP3 file of the article. 

 

 

 
  Search Engines like Google or Yahoo! allow users to search for documents on the World Wide Web.   Search engines will 
 find myriad pages on many subjects, but since the documents aren’t sorted by relevance to your particular search, finding 
 useful information requires some additional steps. 
 

 You can narrow your search by putting your search terms in quotation marks.  That makes the search bots look for those 
words exactly as you entered them.  

 You can also narrow your search by using Google’s Advanced Search features.  The All These Words feature means that 
only pages that contain the words you specify will appear.  The This Exact Wording or Phrase option tells the search engine 
to only bring up pages that have the exact words you’ve entered. The Search within a site or domain feature limits the type 
of pages the search engine includes in the search.   
 

Google Scholar locates scholarly articles.  On the Google homepage, click the MORE drop down box and select Scholar.   

Although there is a charge to access some documents, others are available free; a green arrow after the title indicates 

which articles are available online at no cost.  In Preferences, you can also tell Google Scholar to identify articles that are 

available through Illinois State University or other libraries. 
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